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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the Abstract as follows, without prejudice or disclaimer to continued 
examination on the merits: 

An apparatus and method for detecting and suppressing corrupted data frames 
transported from a SONET network to a receiver utilizing the SOF frame indicator to 
manage the buffer-to-buffer credit count. By verifying the integrity of the SOF frame 
indicator prior to forwarding it to the client receiver the apparatus and method ensure that 
the buffer-to-buffer credit count integrity is maintained while avoiding the introduction of 
latency. A fram e d e e ncapsulation compon e nt produc es data fram e s compatibl e with the 
r e c e iver from SONET fram e s input ther e to and outputs th e r e ceiver compatibl e data 
fram e s. An idl e frame signal g e n e rator g e n e rat e s idle fram e signals. A Start of Fram e 
(SOF) indicator d e t e ctor d e t e cts a Start of Fram e indicator in e ach data fram e output from 
th e frame d e e ncapsulation component, d e termin e s wh e th e r th e Start of Fram e indicator is 
valid or corrupt e d and produc e s an output signal indicativ e of that d e t e rmination. A 
multipl e x e r s e l e cts, for output to th e r e c e iv e r, on e of a first and a s e cond signal input 
th e r e to on th e basis of th e output signal produc e d by th e Start of Fram e (SOF) indicator 
d e t e ctor, th e first input signal b e ing a curr e nt data fram e and th e s e cond input signal b e ing 
an idl e fram e signal, wh e r e by th e first input signal is s e l e cted when th e output signal 
produc e d by th e Start of Fram e (SOF) indicator d e t e ctor indicat e s that th e Start of Fram e 
indicator is valid and th e s e cond input signal is sel e ct e d wh e n th e output signal produc e d 
by th e Start of Fram e (SOF) indicator d e tector indicates that th e Start of Fram e indicator is 
corrupted. 
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